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Frederici Hoffmanni Fred. Eil. M. J). Exercitatio 
Medico Chymica de Cinnabari Antimonii. 

Lngd. Batavormn 8 V0 

T HE Author of this Treatife defigning to give an 
exadt proeefs of the Cinnabar of Antimony, and 
examine its Conftituent principles; to So ( lve all Phasno- 
mena that occur in its preparation,- to explain the 
Mode of its operation, and defcribe its Virtues: be¬ 
gins firfl with its two Ingredients Antimony, and Sub¬ 
limate; and considers their principles in diftindt 
Chapters; makes Experiment in what proportion Salts, 
and Mercnry are Containd in Sublimate ; gives you cau¬ 
tion how to choofe the Sublimate\ and gives account 
what happened remarkable from diddling Cinnabar of 
Antimony with Sublimate adulterated with Arfenicp- 
Treating next of the Butter of Antimony, he exa¬ 
mines its two Principles, the one Saline,ani fluid, the o- 
ther Firm Sc dry, which he calls Mercurius Vita; 8c here a- 
gain he makes tryali in what proportion each Ingre¬ 
dient is included in this Compofition ; he infills much 
upon the Management of the fire, and Veffels in this 
preparation; and. Hiews a way how to prepare Butter of 
Antimony without fare. 

And here he takes notice of th at odd Phenomenon j 
why Butter of Antimony makes Inch an effervefcence 
with Spirit of Niter only, and with no other Corrolive 
Menjlruum befides; v/hich he Solves by fnppofing that 
the Spirit of Niter, by its mixing with the Salts in 
the Sublimate, becomes an Aqua Regis, which works 
upon the Included Antimonial particles, juft as that Cor- 
rofive 'Menjlruum is obierv'd to work upon the powder 
of Antimony, 
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Coming next to fpeak of Cinnabar of Antimony, he 
demonllrates thefe 3 Principles to exiffin it, viz. Mer¬ 
cury, the Sulphur of Antimony, and an Acid Spirit im» 
pregnated with a Vitriolic ^ Sulphur ; that Mercury does 
cheifly conftitute this Compofition, he proves in that itr 
conies very near in weight to common Precipitate. 
He likewife makes Experiments of the proportionable 
encreafe of each Ingredient of Cinnabar by fire - par¬ 
ticularly of the encreafe of Mercury, which he proves 
hoth from the Obfervation of others and his own, 
in converting Tinn, Lead almoft all into Mercury. 

Mercury revived from Cinnabar of Antimony he pre¬ 
fers much before the common, either to Amalgamate 
Metals, or in Medicine: the caufe of which he im¬ 
putes, to the Mercury's being depurate from its Metallic ^ 
terrene and heterogeneous particles by-the Sulphur of 
Antimony. To Revive from Cinnabar , he finds 

fi-lings of Steel, or Copper to be more effectual then 
Lixivial Salts; to prove which, he mentions an Ex¬ 
periment (which he defigns to make a nice tryal of a- 
gainj where mixing 6 Ounces of Mercury with 10 oun¬ 
ces of Salt of Tartar, he obtained no more then 
Ounces of Mercury - 

Coming next to /peak of the Preparation of Cinna¬ 
bar of Antimony, according to others, and his own 
ways, he places much in fubliming it often, and Cau¬ 
tious you as in poudering this, fo to grind all other 
ponders exceeding fine; fince groflerpouders ferve one- 
ly to abforb aciditys in the Primic Vice, and cannot 
enter the Labials, thence to be received by the mafs 
of blood. He confiders next how the Virtues of this Cin¬ 
nabar may be exalted, whither by Solution, Fixation, or 
drawing a Tin&ure from it. Solution by Corrofive Men- 
flruums, fuch as Acjua portis, Ayuci pegis, Spirit of Niter, 
&c he condemns, as making it dangerous to be taken 
inwardly. Other Infipid iBthereal univerfal Solvents, 
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fucli as vain Chymifts pretend .to, he confefses him- 
felf ignorant of. Only this he has obferved in his pra- 
dfife, that by pouring upon Cinnabar, fweet Spirit 
of Vitriol, though the Solution was only fuperficial; 
yet this Liquor did far exceed Cinnabar in Virtues. 

Amongft the different ways of fixing Cinnabar by com¬ 
mon Salt, Oyl of Vitriol or Sulphur, he gives a Method fo 
to prepare Cinnabar with Spirit of Niter and Oil of Vi¬ 
triol, that its Mercury will not tinge Gold white, and 
the Cinnabar thus prepar'd, thrown upon burning Coals, 
will all fly away. He luppoles Cnceffelius preparation was 
fuch wherewith he cured the Gout; and the Author him- 
felf tells us that he has with this Cinnabar, extradfc of the 
Cortex, LeJJer Centory, Gentian, and Salt of Wormwood, 
made up in Bolus, Cured fome Quartans to admiration; 
yet he confeffes’tis not fo fixt, but that its Mercury may 
eafily be revived again. To draw a Tincture from Cin¬ 
nabar he thinks notfeafible, fince he can find noMen- 
ftruum to diflblveit, but fhews divers ways of drawing a 
Tincture from the Sulphur of Antimony included in the 
Cinnabar. 

Laftly he obferves that Cinnabar is the beft corrector of 
Opium , and delcribes a Preparation of his, where Opium is 
fo corrected, which he prefers before the richeft Laudanum 

In explaining the manner of the operation of Cinnabar^ 
he follows Helmonts Philofophy ; and aflerts, that it does 
not work only by abforbing Acid humors as fome would 
have it; (fxnceby thea.$uf\ox\ of an Acid on Cinnabar, no 
alteration is produced ) but by opening all obftrudtions, 
refolvingTartareous humors,promoting their excretion; 
invigorating the Spirits and the naturali ferments of the 
body* and deftroying thofethat are noxious. 

It may feem needlefs to mention all the difeafes, a- 
gainft which he aflerts Cinnabar to be effectual; fince he 
explains its Operations to be much like thofe of a Pa¬ 
nacea. 
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